GENIUS AND CHARACTER
"Under two heads," I answered, "as active
and reflective."
He drew his chair up close to the table, laid
his arms on it, and said with a touch of irony:
"I classify them primarily into those whom I
like.and those whom I dislike. On that point I
form my opinions promptly, by a study of their
faces. But there are numerous other categories:
for instance, the optimists, whom I further divide
into a number of sub-classes. Then there are the
people with fine sympathies, those who grasp
reality with a vigorous understanding that reminds
one of the eagerness with which a bee sucks honey
from a flower. But there are others who have to
be crushed by truth before they can begin to
understand it. I have experienced as much myself.
That is one of the ways in which one comes to
master reality."
Such decisive utterances often come from
Mussolini as an afterthought. At these times he
looks at his auditor fixedly, smiles, and seems to
be asking whether all the enigmas of the universe
have now been solved. Purposely ignoring the
hint at mockery in his demeanour, I resumed with
the utmost seriousness:
"But have you learned exclusively in the school
of hard facts ? We were talking just now of the
might of poesy. When, in your box at the theatre,
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